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Commends Government in fighting grand corruption

By Elizabeth Lobulu

The newly installed Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT), Dr Fredrick Onael Shoo, has commended the Government for taking action against corruption in the country. 
He said within a short while the leadership of President Dr John Pombe Magufuli, the Prime Minister and their team have shown efforts to fight grand corruption. He made people cheer when he used a term coined by Dr Magufuli “bursting the boil” meaning dealing with corruption scandals head on.
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	The ELCT Presiding Bishop Dr Fredrick Shoo.


He said this while giving his acceptance speech after his installation on 31 January 2016 at the ELCT Northern Diocese Cathedral in Moshi, Kilimanjaro region in the presence of the Tanzanian Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa; Members of Parliament; Bishops from ELCT and other Denominations; global Church leaders and thousands of members of the congregation.
“The boils need to be burst thoroughly in a systematic way and caution need to be taken in order to be fair. We support the Government in these efforts to rid the country of the –rot- grand corruption in the society but avoid victimizing those who are innocent,” he said.

The Bishop urged the Government to show clear separation of powers between the Judiciary, the Parliament and the Presidency by not allowing troops to enter the Parliament debate chamber as it happened recently. 
He said “Let the three pillars operate freely without interference and also honourable members of parliament need to command respect when given a chance to debate. I have been sad to see on TV how some of them did not show dignity when debating in Parliament.”
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	The Tanzanian Prime Minister Hon. Kassim Majaliwa.


Turning to Members of Parliament who were at the service, he said those in the ‘House’ should set an example to the new generation in the usage of language and manners they display in public. He said it was up to them and the House Speaker to rectify the situation.
“We expect to see debate in Parliament conducted openly, fairly and in a dignified manner as part of the democratic process,” he said in a solemn tone. Recently he said, some Members of Parliament did not show respect that is why troops had to be deployed in order to throw out members of the opposition parties. “Troops should not enter the august ‘house of democracy,” he said.
He urged the Government to deal with political impasse in Zanzibar whereby the results of the October General Elections were nullified and new elections will be held in March 2016. He appealed to the Government to reintroduce the process towards a new Constitution to rectify weaknesses in the previous one. 

Recently the government announced indicative fee structure for private school following the introduction of free education in Government Schools from standard one up to O-Level effective January this year. He argued that there was need to hold discussion with all stakeholders in the education sector before implementing the Government indicative fee structure issued recently.
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After being installed the Presiding Bishop Dr Fredrick Shoo
 initiated Ms Alice Mtui Mujuni Kyaruzi to become the ELCT 
Recording Secretary for a term of four years.

The Service was attended by a large number of dignitaries from within and outside the country including church leaders and representatives of mission societies. Among them was the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) General Secretary Rev. Dr Martin Junge who delivered the sermon.
Bishop Shoo said in Africa we need to build a country and a church where those in service have a voluntary spirit reaching out in order to serve the community. They need to ask themselves what they can do for the nation or the church.

He said the church should live its call to serve the community by becoming partners in development in collaboration with Government organs and not should not operate like a private a company “The Church belongs to Christ whom we all serve and believe in. The mandate of the church is to serve the people in a holistic manner – spiritually, mentally and physically,” he said.
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	Bishop Dr Alex Malasusa introducing the newly installed Presiding Bishop Dr Fredrick Shoo.
	The LWF General Secretary Rev. Dr Martin Junge delivering the sermon at the installation Service. 
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	The Premier in a group picture with some of the Bishops who attended the installation service.
	A Choir group from Dar es Salaam joined other groups from the Northern Diocese and a trumpet choir (Feucht Parish, Germany).


The Northern Diocese has numerous institutions including schools, guest houses, a university, dispensaries, health centres, hospitals and diaconal centres such as orphanages. He pledged that the institutions will continue to offer social services as well as impart upright behaviour, ideals and justice to achieve social development in the society.

He said “we live at a time when we see false prophets whose aim is to fleece the sheep financially instead of feeding them spiritually and helping them hence ending up in a worse situation than before.” He urged members of the church to learn the word of God so that they are not turned by every (wind) false teaching.
The outgoing Presiding Bishop Dr Alex Malasusa said he was able to carry the heavy burden and accomplished his tasks because of relying on God’s guidance and the cooperation he received from leaders both within and outside the country and from members of the Church.

Bishop Malasusa who continues to lead the ELCT Eastern and Coastal Diocese and LWF Vice President for Africa Region, advised the new Presiding Bishop to humble himself before God and listen to others instead of relying on his own strength and wisdom.

As a church we need to reject poverty among our people and take good care of the environment he said adding that more technical education facilities and factories need to be introduced in order to curb unemployment.
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The ELCT Secretary General, Mr. Brighton Killewa.
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	Premier Majaliwa discussing with Bishop Dr Shoo (holding a mast) while Bishop Malasusa looks on.
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At least three thousand people were present at the Sunday Service most were seated outside.


Dr Shoo commended the President following his election in October to lead Tanzania and gave the Prime Minister a framed map of Tanzania marked the figure ‘5’ signifying that both the Bishop and the Premier are in their fifth phase of leadership.
Speaking on behalf of the Government the Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa praised religious institution and in particular the ELCT for its contribution in offering social services in the country especially in the education and health sectors.
He pledged to collaborate with the church and that the doors were open for discussion when need arises. Also he said he notes the concerns by the Bishop and promised to deal with them.
The Prime Minister said plans were underway to build or revamp three railway lines: the central rail from Dar es Salaam - Kigoma and Tabora-Mwanza that will link the neighbouring countries; the Tanga – Arusha - Musoma line and the third branch is Mtwara - Mbamba Bay line. 

Delivering his sermon based on the parable of the lost sheep in Luke 15: 2 -7, the General Secretary of the LWF, Rev. Dr Martin Junge, who represents the global communion of 145 Lutheran member churches said a prophetic church is continuously called to strive for unity, engage with injustices that lead to fragmentation and isolation in society and offer hope.

	[image: image11.jpg]



Archbishop Dr Kari Makinen from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland.
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Bishop Heinrich Bedford –Strohm the Chairman of Council of Evangelical Churches in Germany.
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Bishop Rafael Malpica from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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Bishop Eva Brunne from the 

Church of Sweden.
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Mr. Peter Karlsson Secretary of Lutheran Mission Cooperation.
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 Rev. Rolf Steffansson from Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission.


“People are in desperate need of signs of hope, looking up to the hills to find inspiration and encouragement to leave conflict behind and cope with their differences in peaceful ways,” Junge said. In his sermon, the general secretary reflected on Luke 15:2-7 and emphasized solidarity that “leaves no one behind.”

He thanked the ELCT for its contribution to the global Lutheran communion including decades of sustained diaconal work, especially hospitality to hundreds of thousands of refugees from around the region. Junge underlined the church’s “steadfast commitment” to the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service (TCRS). The LWF associate program has been supporting refugees mainly from East Africa’s Great Lakes region since 1964, and empowering local communities to improve living standards. 
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Dr Junge said today’s challenge of people’s marginalization due to the injustices of climate change, the ever-growing gap between the rich and poor, and prevailing civil conflict, require the public voice and actions of the church at local and global levels. 

“Your unity and way of dealing with differences is an invaluable gift you can offer to your people. Your way of journeying, witnessing and serving together matters far beyond the realm of the church,” he emphasized.

Bishop Heinrich Bedford –Strohm from Germany who spoke on behalf of Church Leaders from across the globe said “we rejoice with ELCT in this special day and expect that Bishop Dr Shoo to become an ambassador not only in Tanzania but for the whole world by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
“Ours is not a relationship between churches and leadership but it is a partnership between people across countries, having a unity that is expressed in a bigger picture that we are one in our Lord Jesus Christ whom we all served,” he said.
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Bishop Dr Malasusa presided over the installation of Bishop Shoo as Presiding Bishop.


After he stepped down, Bishop Dr Malasusa who presided over the installation service said he was grateful to God for guiding his steps all the time he was the ELCT Presiding Bishop for eight years. He said he was able 
The Catholic Moshi Diocese Bishop Isaac Amani Masawe said “lack of patriotism spirit has led to grand corruption in the country. He said that is one of the boils that need bursting. People should be patriotic, work hard and pay taxes so that the Government can provide social services whether subsidized or free, he said.
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